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/aw1 Tam,tl 
By Gilbert van Rycknonel 

The Sea-Devil, alias Goose-Fish, alias Monk Fish 
or Angk�Fish; The last names I consider the 
most descriptive, has a body which appears to us 
lib a huge mouth propelled by fins which look 
lib feet. 

This interestiq, solitary fish is common in Nova 
Scotia waters and can often be found near fisbin1 
wharves during winter diving. 'Ihe Angler-Fish is 
a member of a well known world wide variety; the 
sculpenidae, a family of bottom dwelling predators 
which have amongst them some of the most feared 
and poisonous varieties such as the Stont!-Fish. 
�bra-Fish, Lion-Fish and Sea-Scorpion. Our 
Angkr-Flsh is probably the largest, maybe the 
meanest looking, has teeth, but is otherwise 
harmless. 

Most of these fish are mute.rs of camouflage. or 
adaption to their habitat and are therefore rather 
difficult to see. until you are almost on top of 
them. ""1 

They are all bottom predators and prefer a 
lifestyle of lying in hiding and letting dinner come 
to them. Often they have dug a burrow with their 
specialized fins so that their body fits flat with the 
surrounding seafloor. They then shake themselves 
a few tin)es and the settling silt will cover them so 
perfectly that only the experienced observer will 
see this fairly large fish. Watch carefully for their 
distinctive outline. 
The most common size is three feet long, but 

sometimes one finds one approaching four feet in 
length. The eggs of the angler are held in a 
transparent veil up to twelve feet long. The 
juvenile angler is a common planctonic species 
which looks bizarre and is transparent. This is 
definitely one of the most spectacul� 11:fe
jewels o:f the sea, but is very elusive for 
the underwater photographer. 

When you see the angler fish, then look for the 
first dorsal spine which can be eight to ten inches 
long and is adorned with a skinny flap at the tip. 
this is indeed a lure which the hiding fish moves 
back and fonh 
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to attract baitfish to come in close. Then suddenly 
a huge mouth is thrown upward to close around its 
prey in natures most famous super-fast reflex 
motions. Any diver interested in seeing this drama 
in nature can quite simply set up the scene by 
directing a baitfish carefully over the big mouth
trap in waiting. Watch out that you are not part 
of the bait and &et bitten ! A common sense 
approach will avoid this, however a mistake will 
cause a rather unpleasant experience as these jaws 
are powerful. 

The best approach is to let the fish bite a stick 
held over his head. He will repeatedly snap at, 
hold and then loose interest in biting when no 
effect is achieved. 'Ihe you should still hold the 
stick handy, but generally you can gently push 
your hand under the fish and lift him up into 
midwater. The slow swimmer is also soon tired 
and will get used to the direction and proximity of 
the diver and become docile, like a pet. 

Remember, however, to not hold the fish 
forcefully or scare hipi unnecessarily and he will 
reward you with . a fascinating underwater 
experience. 

Do not the creature struggle, direct him gently 
and use common sense with respect to the big 
mouth full of teeth. You will be in for a 
memorable experience, watching the fish froin 
close up with ample opportunity for photography 
and when finished let the creature return to its 
habitat. 
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