




The Aqualantics 
Dive Florida 
In late September ten members of the Aqualantics Dive 
Club spent a week diving the Florida Keys in the John 
Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park and the Key Largo 
National Marine Sanctuary. 

For most people on the trip it was the first experi­
ence diving on coral reefs and in the wann water and I 
would think it would be fair to say that everyone had a 
wonderful time! 

Hurricane Andrew nearly squashed our plans in 
early September. Toe Keys had no power for several 
days but the reef except for a little bit on the northern 
section, was not damaged. According to the dive charter 
operators, the major damage caused by the hurricane 
was the lack of visitors. People were incorrectly assuming 
that there was no diving in the Keys. 

We flew to Miami via Toronto and rented two vans 
in Miami. Key Largo is fifty miles south of Miami. We 
travelled through the area devastated by the hurricane. 
Our original reservations in Key largo were lost prior to 
the holiday, but we were able to secure accommodation 
in a little motel called Neptune's Hideaway. Despite the 
name it wasn't a bad place. It had a little beach, some 
boats, a dock and a chicki hut where many post dive 
debriefs and late night confused conversations were 
held. Key Largo was packed with refugees from the 
hurricane and contractors working on the hurricane 
relief effort. 

All diving in the Keys is done by boat. The reefs 
range from three to six miles of shore and so two tank 
chaners are nonnal. Diving is very organized and profes­
sional. We dove Key Largo with Captain Slate's Atlantis 
Dive Center which is also an animal sanctuary, looking 
after 35 homeless cats. The cats combined with Radar, 
the doberman guard dog, and two birds, make for quite 
a menagerie. They are a pretty good outfit and by the 
end of the week pretty much left us to do our own thing. 
Diving is a huge industry in the Keys with one dive shop 
every mile on average. They get a lot of novice divers, so 
most operators run more structured diving than we are 
used to. The water was consistently 84 degrees Fahren­
heit (29 degrees C) at all depths. You do not get the 

• incredible visibility of some of the Caribbean island in
the Keys but the marine life is not more tame or more

plentiful anywhere. The visibility was much the same as 
that around the Halifax area, from 3!H35'. Unlike 
Halifax, the first thing we saw after jumping in the water 
for the first dive was a reef shark. 

The diving is spectacular in Key largo with a fasci­
nating variety of colorful marine life and, by all appear­
aptes to us, the reefs were healthy. The warm water and 
hot air temperatures made for seemingly effortless 
diving. The air temperature was above 90 degrees 
Fahrenheit (32 degrees Celsius). We were disappointed 
not dive the wreck of the Duane, an anificial reef. Toe 
day we attempted it the currents were astonishingly 
strong and an alternate site was chosen. As the Gulf 
Stream moves closer to shore, the currents become 
fierce so much so as to suck the 45 gallon drum we were 
moored to under the water. 

In Key Largo most of the diving is very shallow, 
some 10-30'. If you are inclined to equalization problems 
like myself, after a week the sinuses can be pretty 
stressed out We would have have liked to have dived 
some deepe� sites for more variety, but did not make it. 
We made one unusual dive, however, which was on a 
reef where the statute ,Christ of the Abyss, is located. 
Underwater weddings occasionally take place at this site. 

Most of us spent a day in Key West, with four of the 
group diving there. It takes the best pan of two hours to 
drive the length of the Keys. In Key West, we dove with 
an excellent outfit called Viewfinders Dive Center. Their 
boat had radios, depth sounder, Loran C and GPS of all 
things. We dove on two wrecks off Key West. On the 
first site we met two very friendly green moray eels, 
Jabba, who, like Bert and Ernie, was used to being fed by 
divers. However he had been recently hooked by a 
fishennan. He escaped, but the dive guides advised 
caution in approaching him. They were concerned that 
he may have acquired a bad attitude after his injury. On 
the second dive wreck we encountered a very interesting 
array of fish including a little filefish, who insisted on 
trying to swim up Nicks shorts! 

On our last day diving, we went on two fish feeding 
dives. One of the dives guides hand fed several baiTa­
cuda and green moray eels as well as a cluster of other 
fish that were hanging around. They were specially 
trained professional fish. We got to pet the morays 
although Stewan wasn't content to wait until an eel was 
brought to him. He insisted on finding his own to 
molest! These dives were videoed by a guide. 
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President's message: R. G. Lewi,s 

If it seems a long time since the last BOTIOMTIME, you are righL Many people 
have been asking if we were still in business. The saying goes that good things come 
to those who wait: hopefully this issue of BOTIOMTIME will prove this statement 
true. 
One thing you have undoubtly noticed is we are using a different fonnat. 1bis seems 
to be a tw�year cycle as any who still have the March 1991 edition can readily verify. 
Why you might ask? The answer is quite simple - the professio� New Media 
Services look is relatively expensive, and the budgeted funds have simply nm out. 
We could have elected to incur debit, but in the interests of your pocketbooks have 
decided on the more economical approach - using the photocopier at Sport Nova 
Scotia. The objective is to get the news, views, and notices out to the membership 
and to divers in general. To this end, in addition to the membership mailout, extra 
copies of the BOTIOMTIME will be available at various outlets around the prov­
ince. The intention is to attact new members and a1so advertising. If you have any 
comments on this fonnat - or any other issue concerning the BOTIOMTIME, 
please contact myself or the editor. 
Toe end of the NSUC fiscal year is fast approaching and with it plans for the AGM. 
The turnout for this meeting has never been overvhehning (a common trait in most 
volunteer groups) but, dear divers, the Council DOES need your participation. As 
happens each year there are some Board positions which are being vacated This 
year the need for volunteers is most acute. Get involved - take up the challenge. If 
nothing else come out to the AGM and complain so that we know you are alive. The 
date, place, and time are listed elsewhere - plan to be there and bring a �uddy. 
The end of the business year is also the beginning of the dive season. If you have not 
already done so, remember to get a visual done on your scuba tank, and a hydro if 
necessary. It is a1so a good idea to have all the other gear inspected at the same time. 
While the equipment may be good ·shape - what about those bodies that have been 
relaxing all winter Now is the time to get dive fit - not the day before your first dive. 
Get your local instructor or dive shop to put on a scuba review or tune up for you 
and your friends. 
One la.,t thought - remember when you are at the dive site that other people will 
use the area as well. Keep it tidy: leave it even better than you found it if possible. 
Keep the image of divers a good one so that we can all continue to enioy the sport. 
Keep it safe down there .... 

The Nova Scotia Underwater Onmcil,
Association cf Divers -our objectives 

1) To be a representative body for the scuba diving community so as to prcsexve,
support, and promote diving and diversafety in the provinces;

2) To ensure that training programs are given to a recognized level of quality, to
foster and encourage the safe handling and usage of all approved types of
equipment used in the sport of scuba diving;

3) To make available to all members information concerning safety, medical,
technical and research data concerning the sport of scuba diving; and

4) To cooperate and participate with the provincial government on projects and
policies that lead to the recognition of sport diving as a significant recreational
activity.

To join, contact the NSUC today! 
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Signs 
of spring ... 
in Cape Breton 
A "Scuba Tune-Up" for certified 
divers was recently held in North 
Sydney. 

Organized by NSUC Cape 
Breton Area Director Russell 
Warren, and sponsored by Scuba 
Tech and the Nervous Wrecks, the 
event attract-ad 18 enthusiasts who 
paid up to $15.00 (NSUC mem• 
bers - $10.00) to hear instructors 
Roland Lewis (PADI) and Ken 
Jardine (NAUll review such topics 
as Dive Planning, Dive Tables, First 
Aid and Self Rescue. 

Russell Warren gave a talk on 
getting equipment ready for the 
new season. Refreshments were 
provided by Tim Hortons. 

After the tw�our academic 
presentations, the divers entered 
the Northside Community pool to 
practice their basic skills. 

A good time was hod by all -
and over $100.00 raised for the 
Council. 

Roland G. lewis 
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